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Been There...Done That.

If you have tried writing courses in the past
which left you asking “What next?”

We have a new writing course concept
that will keep you putting words on paper.
If you are finally ready for your business card
to say, “Word Smith” under your name...
Visit us at

www.lets-write.com

To print as a booklet, set your printer to print on both sides of the paper, land-
scape on 8.5” x 11” and flip on the short side.

Organizing Your Thoughts

If you are like so many other writers,
getting the ideas out of your head and
onto paper is one of the most difficult
tasks. It doesn’t have to be...start here.

Just Follow These
Six Basic Steps
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Writing Your Stories

www.lets-write.com



Let’s talk about organizing your ideas and your thoughts

before you begin writing. When | started this course, | did so
because | wanted to write the story of my high-school romance and
the life we have together to share with our kids and grandkids. But it
seemed almost overwhelming! Nearly 57 years of memories, life
experiences, journeys and ideas—how could | roll it into one journal?
Organizing our ideas, regardless of whether we are writing for fiction
or non-fiction, it is an important step and probably the least popular
one. It is definitely the least exciting one, but probably the most
important one.

To every story there is a B-M-E: Beginning, Middle and Ending. But
where is the beginning? Here are some things to think about when
you are starting a project. If it is fiction, you obviously have a blank
slate and can begin where you want. It is the same with non-fiction.
Where you begin is your choice. Let’s look at some options.

1. Personal Experience Start with a pivotal moment in the life of
the character (or you) that changed their perspective or their path.
This is a powerful way to engage readers with emotion. If your

character is a “real” person, this allows the = =
reader to see the authenticity of the per- ' -
son. Ifitis a fiction story, then there are no
boundaries. Start with an impactful scene.

Example: Sally strolled to the edge of the
lake near her grandparent’s summer
cottage. She had spent many such week-
ends here and considered it one of her favorite places. On this day,
she took her time and carefully walked onto the now-aging wooden
dock. The gaps between the boards were noticeably larger than the
last time she visited, so she stepped carefully peering at the still
water below. Sally thought she saw something tangled in the sea-
weed and bent down to take a closer look. It was a woman’s hand!
She blinked and looked again. The fingers were polished with bright
red fingernail polish, and a class ring was on the hand.

If you are a “wanna-be” writer or dream of writing but just
aren’t sure how to do it, why not consider my subscription
course called Let’s Write. | go through the basics of writing.

| believe a writer can write—anything. And my classes are
designed to show you how.

Every two weeks you will receive, by mail, a packet of materials
which include lessons, step-by-step points, homework and a few
other goodies to spark your interest. If you aren’t happy with
the lessons, you can cancel at any time. But if you are interested
enough to download this booklet, | bet you will fit right in with
this class.

One a month we will do a live zoom call and you have the option
of joining us. | am also available to talk on certain days via phone
or anytime via email.

Writing is not for everyone, but for those who have stories to
tell, let’s do it together. Join me and others and Lets-Write!

Lets V)Onite)
Writing Your Stories

Patricia Stirnkorb,
Teacher, Author, Speaker, Wordsmith

www.lets-write.com

pat@writewordsmedia.com
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Where do you think this relationship is going? By starting with a
sentence or two of conversation, it gives the readers a chance to
hear the voice of the characters. Let them feel the scene by
experiencing the tension, excitement, passion of your character’s
words.

A Few More Thoughts....

Each of these ideas are L
presented to give you
some ammunition to
charge forward with your
writing. Beginning at the
“beginning” can be where
YOU choose. Even real life
has different options for
starting points. Don’t be

put in a box.

| have a picture of what |
want in writing my love
story. Most of it is being written in multiple length scrapbooks. |
am a saver, so | have all our love letters, ticket stubs and lots of
photos. But | am also writing a “companion” book to go along
with the photos.

There are a multitude of individual stories that need to be told.

| began teaching a writing class in January of 2025, because | am
passionate about the stories of our generation being lost. lam a
firm believer that our kids, grandkids, nieces and nephews can all
learn from the experiences that we have had in our life time.
Stories that my grandparents told me were not written down.
While | can certainly recall some of them, their accuracy is a
guestion. | don’t want that to happen to MY stories.

Now that is an opening paragraph that will draw your readers into
your story. What happens next? In fiction, anything goes. In non-
fiction, you might need to do some research to see what happened.
Regardless, you are inviting your readers to come along side an
intriguing journey with you.

2. Character Development Create your character first. We have
talked about character development in the past classes, so getting to
know your character is not a new idea. You even have character
charts to use in assigning traits and personal features. Who is this
person? What do they want? What are their fears? What do they
like/dislike? Again, in fiction, you hold the creative strings. If you are
interviewing or writing non-fiction or historical, you might need to
do some pre-planning of questions and ideas. If you are visiting a
person’s home or business, start by looking at their space. Who are
in their photos? Are they into sports? Do they have music playing?
All of these “common sense” elements will help you get to know the
character and then relay this to the reader.

Example: (Interview) Billy’s office was filled with footballs, framed
jerseys, college logos and photographs of a young boy playing ball.
The interview was about his local philanthropy in the community,
and he was now heading up the fund-raising for a new high school
stadium.

While the story is about a new football stadium, starting with a
character can help shape the story's direction. This is true of both
fictional and real people. Even if you are the creator, get to know
your characters.

3. Setting and World-building. If you have ever played an on-line
game called Hay Day, it’s about buying and building an on-line,
fictional farm. You start with one small farm, grow crops to sell,
expand your farm, add animals, more crops, etc. It is a time-killing
and non-thought-provoking adventure. BUT, starting with a setting
can spark creativity. Whether it's a real place or an imagined world,

the environment can influence the story's mood and events.
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Example: We have all heard the opening lines of stories that say,
“The old house was filled with mysterious sounds and smells...”
That one sentence of 10 words or less sets the stage of what can
and will happen. In fiction, it can lead to a horror story, a murder
mystery, a romantic comedy or a thought-provoking article about
the plight of abandoned homes in the area. When you start with
the setting, you stage your story or article to make it more
believable for your readers. The setting helps them see and feel
the surroundings.

4. Theme or Message. In some instances, you might have a
particular theme or message in mind. If you want to convey it
forcefully, begin with the message. If it is a subtle idea, or one that
you want the reader to figure out for themselves, (an ah-ha
moment) then you would write it differently. If your message is
important and it is your passion, this can serve as the story's
backbone. Think about what you want readers to take away from
their story.

Example: For some, their message leads people to Christ. The
readers can see this from the beginning title (often) or it can be a
subtle line at the end. The writer shows passion and the theme
before the end of page one. When you have a powerful message
that you are writing about, if you really want your readers to
understand it, then write it with words. Don’t keep it a “secret” for
them to figure out. Not many people like to end a piece and ask
themselves, what was he trying to say? Let them know the
importance of your message.

5.Conflict or Problem: Good stories begin with a conflict or a
problem that needs solving. Conflict sparks imagination: it
provides the readers a chance to think about what will happen

(or in real life instances). what is happening or has happened.

This can drive the story forward and keep readers engaged as they
follow the characters' journey to resolution. In fiction, it allows the
readers to be in the story.

They can identify with the characters. In real life, it provides a way
for them to get to know what is happening.

Example (of a real-life or fiction story): Mark decided to open his
bookstore at the edge of town, but he was met with one
challenge after another. The building inspector had tagged the
plumbing as needing an upgrade; the wiring didn’t meet current
code, and the sidewalk was breaking up in spots. His initial
investment would have barely covered the cost of inventory, let
alone the cost of repairs.

So what would Mark do and how would he
overcome the obstacles that were thrown
his way? In a real-life story you can tell of
the great uncle that came to his rescue or
the town’s people who came out to help
him restore the building. In fiction, you
once again, have no boundaries as to how
the story progresses. He can be so discouraged that he gives up
his dream of owning a book store but instead decides to create
little library boxes that he puts all around town. The conflict of
the story can lead to wonderful life-solutions that engage your

readers. Be creative, but careful if writing non-fiction.

6. Dialogue or Scene: One way is to start with a “snippet” of
dialogue or a scene to help visualize (and materialize) the story. It
can be a way to jump right into the action and develop the story
from there.

Example: “Oh my gosh, Fred, why did you speed up and try to hit
that turkey?” Amber gasped.

“It’s just a dumb bird that shouldn't be in the street!” Fred
laughed.

From these few words, you learn that Fred hates turkeys and that
he is a hotrod. His would-be teenage girlfriend is an animal
activist who loves and protects all.



